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January 1970

EBMUD Gets Approval to Divert Water
from American River To Protect Against
4 Drought )

EBMUD and the US Bureau of Reclamation sign contract to
divert 150,000 acre feet of water a year from the American
River, a relatively pristine tributary of the Sacramento River.
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1972
EBMUD is Sued to Block Diversion

Environmental Defense and the Save the American River As-
sociation, sues EBMUD to block diversion. Sacramento Coun-
ty later joins lawsuit.
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1990
Alameda Superior Court Limits EBMUD's
7 4 Options
The judge valuated all of the evidence and issued his decision
which balanced the needs of the fishery with EBMUD’s con-
tractual entitlement to American River water.
o
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( Old enemies sat down, talked and became new partners. They )

figured out the best way to benefit their communities was to
work together rather than continue wasting energy and re-
sources fighting. Thus sprang forth the Freeport Regional Wa-
ter Authority, which represents one of the greatest turna-
rounds in the storied history of California’s water wars.
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The Mitigated Nega-
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supplement to the pro-
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